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ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The Department of Communication (COMM) offers one 
of the largest undergraduate majors at the College, 
with almost 500 declared COMM majors and 80 mi-
nors at the end of the fall 2015 semester. The depart-
ment offers a Master of Arts in Communication, with 
13 students enrolled as of the spring 2016 semester.

For more information on any of the opportunities in 
this brochure please email commdept@cofc.edu, call 
843.953.7017 or visit the main office of the Depart-
ment of Communication located at 9 College Way.



Communication majors and minors have access to 
unique program-only opportunities such as scholar-
ships and awards, internships, study abroad trips, and 
mentoring programs.
> Read more about the many offerings — 
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MARTIN SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
Tom and Wanda Martin established this 
mentoring program in the spring 2016 
semester. Tom Martin is the executive-in-
residence in the Department of Com-
munication and he previously held top 
leadership positions at ITT Corporation 
and FedEx. 

The purpose of the Martin Scholars pro-
gram is to inspire and develop a future 
generation of mentors among today’s outstanding Communication majors at the 
College of Charleston. The program develops a select group of senior Communica-
tion majors through a combination of exposure to effective communication leaders 
who serve as mentors and teachers, networking opportunities with Communica-
tion alumni and Advisory Council members, and experiential learning.

The Martin Scholars will be taught, counseled, shaped and influenced by seasoned 
communication veterans. In turn they will further develop their own skills, insights 
and abilities to serve in this valued role as they launch their communication careers.

Students must apply to be selected for this program. The program accepts up to 
10 communication students each academic year. Students will be rising seniors, 
selected in the spring of their junior year. 

SCHOLARSHIPS
> Lindner Family Scholarships
> Mary Ramsay and Charlie Hall Memorial Scholarships 
> The Charleston Advertising Federation/Ken Adkins Memorial Scholarship  
> John and Kathleen Rivers Foundation Scholarship 
> Karen Avenoso Award
> South Carolina Cable Television Foundation Scholarship
> W.N. Looper Award 

More specific descriptions of these scholarships and awards are available at communication.
cofc.edu. Some scholarships and awards are not available during every academic year. New 
scholarships and awards may be added to this list during the academic year.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AWARDS
> John Palmer Communication Award

This legacy award supports opportunities for College of Charleston Communica-
tion students to continue their education beyond the classroom and engage in 
real-world learning experiences. 

> Lindner Internship Award
This award is available to support 

students majoring in Communica-
tion who would like to pursue an 
internship opportunity outside 
of the state of South Carolina. 
Students must have an overall GPA 
of 3.3 or higher, plan to complete 
the internship between their junior 
and senior year, and be willing to 
maintain a blog or create a web 
portfolio to report back on their 
experience.
communication.cofc.edu/
student-ops/scholarships.php

Pictured from top of stairs to bottom: 
Alexa Chiarelli, 2015-2016 Karen 

Avenoso Award recipient; Julia Duda, 
Lindner Family Scholarship recipi-
ent, and Nia Strothers, SC Cable TV 

Foundation Scholarship

communication.cofc.edu/student-ops/martin-scholars.php



LAMBDA PI ETA
This is the honor society of the National Communi-
cation Association (NCA).  The Xi Chi chapter at the 
College of Charleston is among nearly 300 other ac-
tive chapters at colleges and universities worldwide.  
The goals of Lambda Pi Eta are to recognize, foster, 
and reward outstanding scholastic achievement; 
stimulate interest in the field of communication; 
promote and encourage professional development 
among communication majors; provide an opportu-
nity to discuss and exchange ideas about the field; 
establish and maintain close relationships and 
understanding between faculty and students; and 
explore options for further graduate studies. 

To be invited to join Lambda Pi Eta at the College, 
a student must be a COMM major in good stand-
ing with a minimum of 60 credit hours completed 
overall; have at least 15 credit hours completed 
toward a communication degree; have a GPA of 3.5 
in his or her major; and have an overall GPA of 3.5.  
Finally, COMM Department faculty must feel he or 
she displays a genuine commitment to the field of 
communication.

MENTOR-PROTÉGÉ PROGRAM
Communication students are paired with nationally prominent industry leaders 
from our COMM Advisory Council in this program.
 
The mentoring relationship is one in which an experienced professional (mentor) 
guides, coaches, and teaches a less experienced student or young professional 
(protégé), providing advice regarding career options, resumes, etc.

INTERNSHIPS
Internships are not required, but all students are encouraged to complete at 
least one internship before graduation. Internships, whether paid or unpaid, 
provide valuable work experience and an opportunity to apply what you learn 
in the classroom. Our Internship Director is happy to assist you in locating 
great opportunities at the local or national levels.

BACHELOR’S ESSAY
This course is a year-long research and writing project done during senior year 
under the close supervision of a departmental faculty member. It is required for 
the Honors College, but students meeting certain criteria also are eligible to do 
a bachelor’s essay. Students must submit a proposal in writing and get approval 
from departmental honors committee prior to course registration. Students 
will confer regularly with tutor both on progress of their research and on drafts 
of their paper. The finished paper will be 50+ pages and will reflect detailed 
research in the field.

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
COMM faculty have close relationships with their 
students and invite them to work on collaborative 
research projects. Students hone their presentation 
skills through participating in regional and national 
meetings/conventions where they share their re-
search findings.  Conferences where students have 
presented:

> Carolinas Communication Association
> Southern States Communication Association
> Eastern States Communication Association
> National Communication Association
> SOPHE & APHA -- Public Health conferences

catalog.cofc.edu

communication.cofc.edu/student-ops/internships.php

communication.cofc.edu/advisorycouncil/mentorprotegeprogram.php

communication.cofc.edu/student-ops/
lambda-pi-eta.php



>Women’s Health Research Team 
(WHRT)

COMM Professor Dr. Beth Sundstrom co-
leads the Women’s Health Research Team. 
WHRT’s mission is to investigate health 
issues specific to women and adolescent 
girls, promote interdisciplinary research 
collaborations, and communicate research 
findings and health-related information 
to empower women and girls in our com-
munity, South Carolina, and beyond. 

The COMM faculty and Women’s Health 
Research Team welcomes applications 
from qualified, ambitious, and motivated 
students. The directors advise student 
research projects, including: independent 
studies, bachelor’s essays, MAYS grants, 
and SURF grants.

Pictured: Mamiko 
Higa participates in 

the Summer Scholars 
poster session at CofC.

Mamiko Higa, a communica-
tion and public health major, 
is a research assistant for the 
Women’s Health Research 
Team. Mamiko received a 
research and presentation 
grant to support her travel to 
Charlotte, N.C. for her oral 
presentation at the Society for 
Public Health Education An-
nual Meeting. 

STUDY ABROAD
Consider completing some of your Elective, General Educa-
tion, or Communication courses through a study abroad 
program. COMM faculty lead trips abroad as the Department 
hosts several programs overseas -- for instance: India, Prague, 
and Spain. (These are examples of previous trips and may not 
be offered every year.) If studying abroad interests you, begin 
planning early in your College career with your advisor and 
the staff at the Center for International Education.

Pictured: 
Jasmine 
Campbell took 
2 study abroad 
advanced skills 
courses in 
COMM and trav-
eled to Prague, 
Budapest, and 
Bratislava.communication.cofc.edu/student-ops/study-abroad.php

hss.cofc.edu/whrt/index.php




