
COMM 213 – DEBATE  
Department of Communication, College of Charleston, Spring 2008  

Meeting Place: ECTR 120, TR 10:50 a.m.-12:05 p.m.  
  
Instructor: Dr. Brian McGee                                        Office: 5 College Way, Rm. 201  
Office Hours: TR 9:30-10:15;         Phone: 953-5906 or 953-7017  
              and by appointment                                        e-mail: mcgeeb@cofc.edu  
  
 
Note: This course can be used to fulfill requirements for the communication major (with a concentration in communication 
studies) and for the minor in communication studies.  All other students are taking this course as a free elective. 
 
Required Course Materials   
  
Batstone, David.  Not for Sale: The Return of the Global Slave Trade—and How We Can Fight It.  New York: 

HarperOne, 2007. 
Fine, Gary Alan.  Gifted Tongues: High School Debate and Adolescent Culture.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 

2001.  
Toulmin, Stephen, Richard Rieke, and Allan Janik.  An Introduction to Reasoning. 2nd ed.  New York: 

Macmillan, 1984. 
  
Other reading assignments will be posted to WebCT.  Some excerpts from an out-of-print textbook, Michael 
Pfau et al.’s Debate and Argument (1987), will be included in the WebCT materials. 
  
Notes: I assume you have a good understanding of grammar, punctuation, spelling, and composition.  For a review of 
advice on effective writing, see, for example, the materials supplied by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) at 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/.  This syllabus and its contents are subject to change without notice. 
 
  
Course Description and Objectives    
  

      In argumentation courses, sometimes called courses in debating, the concentration is on the 
basic principles of advocacy.  The student is trained in the process of analyzing stated 
propositions, in methods of selecting and arranging material in constructive argument and 
refutation, in tests of evidence and rules of reasoning, and in factors of oral presentation. 

  
Donald E. Williams, Quarterly Journal of Speech (1955)  

 
  
The study of debate is as old as the study of communication itself, and university courses in debate predate the 
modern discipline of communication.  At some institutions, support for the college debate program led by the 
conclusion of the nineteenth century to the creation of what are now departments and schools of communication.  
At the College of Charleston, formal support for the development of argumentation skills began in 1838 with the 
founding of the Cliosophic Literary Society (and, in 1843, the Chrestomathic Society).  The College of 
Charleston Debate Team was in operation beginning in the 1890s, though women did not join the team until 
1937.  See the Department of Communication Web site for more information about the history of the College of 
Charleston Debate and Forensic Team. 
 
Though writing over a half-century ago, University of Florida Professor Donald Williams has accurately 
summarized our objectives for this course.  Education in debate has prepared generations of students for 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/
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graduate and professional school; for political and business careers; and for citizenship itself.  I hope you will 
benefit, as have those previous students, from the study of debate. 
 
As many of know, this year there are several programs in Charleston and other cities to observe the Bicentennial 
of the abolition of the International Slave Trade in the United States and the British Empire.  For the current 
semester, we will be debating a policy resolution dealing with human trafficking, the contemporary successor of 
the slave trade.  As a condition of completing this course and thanks to the support of the Department of Political 
Science, all students enrolled in COMM 213 are required to attend the Political Science Convocation on 
Wednesday, February 13, at 7:00 p.m.  The author of one of your textbooks, David Batstone, is the convocation 
speaker.  Any student who for some excellent reason cannot attend the complete February event must advise me 
of that fact by January 15, 2008, in order to receive an alternate assignment.   
 
COMM 104 (Public Speaking) is a prerequisite for this course.  All students are expected to demonstrate public 
speaking competency in completing COMM 213. 
 
  
Grade Distribution
  
The Department of Communication supports College policies of academic excellence.  Interpretation of grades 
should be considered within the College of Charleston framework: A (920-1,000 points); A- (900-919 points); 
B+ (880-899 points); B (820-879 points); B- (800-819 points); C+ (780-799 points); C (720-779 points); C- 
(700-719 points); D+ (680-699 points); D (620-679 points); D- (600-619 points); F (fewer than 600 points).  
Final grades in this course will be based on the following:  
  
Assignment                           No. of Points  
 
Debate Readiness Quiz    50 
Midterm Examination   300 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate  150  
Team Debate      250  
Fallacies Paper   200 
Attendance/Participation                   50  
 
The debate readiness quiz will measure student preparation for discussion of the assigned debate topic.  The 
midterm examination will be composed of 50 or fewer multiple-choice questions and short-answer questions.   
 
The Lincoln-Douglas debate and the team debate assignments will require you to participate in classroom 
debates, with your classmates as the audience.  The debates will be accompanied by short writing assignments.  
The fallacies paper will require you to provide a 12-15 page paper summarizing and explaining fallacies of 
language, evidence, and reasoning connected to our discussion of the semester’s debate topic. 
 
Because this class proceeds in part by discussion, you will be graded on your class attendance and participation.  
“Participation” means you should regularly contribute relevant, thoughtful questions and comments to our 
discussion; merely showing up regularly does not guarantee you a high participation grade in this course.  Feel 
free to seek feedback from me about the quality of your participation at any time during the course.  
 
Students should consider using the services of the College of Charleston Writing Lab and the College of 
Charleston Speaking Lab, both located at the Addlestone Library in the Center for Student Learning, in 
completing their assignments for the course. 
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Course Policies 
  

Attendance.  Attendance will be taken regularly in class and is considered crucial to mastery of course material.  If 
you are late in arriving, it is your responsibility to let me know you are present.  You must have appropriate documentation 
if you want an absence to be excused.  “My alarm clock didn’t go off” and “the paper jammed in my printer” are not 
examples of excused absences.  Students absent on official university business must have official notification sent to me so 
that alternative assignments can be made for the work missed.  Students are excused for their classes but must make up the 
work in the manner that I designate.  If you have more than three unexcused absences, ten points will be deducted from 
your final course grade for each additional unexcused absence.  Regarding religious holidays, please contact me.  You 
should get lecture notes from another student if you have to miss a class.  Subject to my discretion and College of 
Charleston policy, more than eight absences will result in a WA grade for the course. 
  Office Hours.  I will be happy to meet with you during office hours.  If my hours aren’t convenient, talk to me 
before or after class to arrange an appointment.  Appointments usually are necessary outside of office hours. 
 Electronic Mail.  At a minimum, you are required to check your Edisto e-mail account on a twice-weekly basis as 
a condition of completing this course.  Course correspondence will only be conducted using College of Charleston e-mail 
accounts.  If you have a problem with your Edisto account, you must take whatever steps are necessary to have your 
account fixed.  Correspondence via e-mail is preferred over other forms of electronic communication.  For better service, 
please put “COMM 213 Student” in the subject line of any e-mail message you send me. 
  Late Assignments.  You will receive a significant grade penalty (15% per day) for any assignment not submitted 
on the due date.  However, I am flexible if you approach me IN ADVANCE with a problem concerning the timely 
completion of an assignment.   However, if you are absent or unprepared on a day a speech or examination is scheduled, 
you will receive a ZERO for that speech or exam unless an alternative day has been approved in advance. This is a firm and 
enforced policy. 

 Academic Integrity.  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Such cheating 
will be severely punished. Giving a speech or speeches prepared by another student is plagiarism.  All written work 
submitted in this class must be the original work of the student.  Close adherence to the content or arrangement of someone 
else’s work must be accompanied by a clear acknowledgement of the source.  Consistent with the College of Charleston 
Honor Code, any finding that a student has committed an honor violation will result in a grade of F for the course.  

Disabilities Accommodation.  Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in order 
to meet course requirements should contact me as soon as possible to make such accommodations as may be necessary.  
The deadline for student notification of the instructor concerning the need for such arrangements is January 15, 2008.  

Classroom Presentations.  Never, never enter the classroom while a classmate is speaking.  Instead, listen 
carefully at the door so that you can enter the classroom between presentations.   
 Language Use.  In class, use language appropriate to a professional setting.  I expect that you will try to avoid 
offending or degrading someone or some group of people because of their race, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, or 
physical appearance.  Try to use gender-neutral language in your speaking and writing. 
 
  
Class Schedule
  
This schedule is preliminary and subject to change without notice.  Advance notice of schedule changes will be given if 
possible.  Be sure to note schedule changes on your syllabus.    
 
Key: B=Batstone; F=Fine; P=Pfau et al.; T=Toulmin et al.  
  
Date (readings usually listed by week; assignment dates or deadlines in bold print):  
  
Jan. 10    P Ch. 1 (Intro. to Debate); F Intro. 
Jan. 15    F Ch. 1-4; WebCT Readings 
Jan. 22    F Ch. 5-9; B Intro. 
Jan. 29    F Appendix; B Ch. 1-3 
Feb. 01    Last day to apply for Spring 2008 graduation 
Feb. 05    B Ch. 4-6, Conclusion; WebCT Readings 
Feb. 12    P Ch. 2, Ch. 7; T Ch. 1, Ch. 2, Ch. 3 



 4

Feb. 13    Political Science Convocation (Physicians Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.) 
Feb. 14    Debate Readiness Quiz 
Feb. 19    P Ch. 9, Ch. 10; T Ch. 4-7 
Feb. 20    Last day to drop with an automatic “W” grade 
Feb. 26    P Chs. 11-14 
Feb. 28    Midterm Exam 
Mar. 04    Week of Spring Break Holiday 
Mar. 11   Begin Lincoln-Douglas Debates 
Mar. 18   Conclude Lincoln-Douglas Debates 
Mar. 25    T Ch. 8-13 
Apr. 01    T Ch. 14-20 
Apr. 08    Begin Team Debates 
Apr. 15    Continue Team Debates 
Apr. 22    Continue Team Debates (Last Day of Spring 2008 Classes) 
  
Tuesday, Apr. 29, 8:00-11:00 a.m. - Final Examination: Fallacies Paper Due, Finish Team Debates 
 
  
All examinations are property of the Department of Communication.  Also, I CANNOT give grades to anyone over the phone.   


