
Interpersonal Communication Course Syllabus 
This schedule is tentative and subject to change. 

 

COMM 220   
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  I n t e r p e r s o n a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  

 
Professor: Merissa Ferrara   
Office: 7 College Way 
Email: please use WEBCT!  
Phone: 843-425-2781 (cell phone) 
Class times:  
 MWF COM 320-11-11:50 COM 220 12-12:50 
 North Chas campus: COM 521 W 6-8:45  
Office hours:  Main Campus: W 1:30-3:30  

  North Chas campus: W 5-6  
 Or by appointment 
 
This course will examine theory and research on the role of communication in the development, 
maintenance, and termination of interpersonal relationships.  This course is organized into two 
major sections.  The first section consists of an overview of the major (meta)theoretical 
approaches employed by communication scholars in investigating relational communication.  
After this, the course will take on a topical organization, roughly tracking the progression of 
relationships from initiation through termination.  The class will be conducted from a 
lecture/discussion format.  Since virtually everyone in class has both personal and vicarious 
experience with relationships, the students are encouraged to actively participate.   
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Understand course concepts 
2. Apply concepts to your life/relationships 
3. Exhibit rational argument for your perspective 

 
 

Class Topic Assignments Due at 
Start of Class 

   

Aug 
27 

 

Introductions 
Syllabus review 

 

   

29 
 

Adventure Race 
Advice on how to do well in COM 220 by a former 
student 

 

   

1 
 

No Class (Time to do your interviews and 
complete the about you worksheet) 

 

   

SEPT 
3 
 

Why study interpersonal communication READ: Syllabus 
Text pages 3-5; 159-166 
DUE: About you worksheet 
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5 
 

Introductions & Accommodations 
 

Text Chapter Two Through 
page 62 

   

8 
 

Accommodations 
 

Due: Interview 

   

10 
 

Uncertainty Reduction Theory 
 

Chapter Three 

   

12 
 

Uncertainty Reduction Theory 
 

URT WebCT reading 

   

15 
 

Attributions Ch 12 

   

17 
 

Persuasion WebCT reading 

   

19 
 

Persuasion  

   

22 
 

Listening WebCT reading on 
Listening 
Text 201-215 

   

24 
 

EXAM 1  

   

26 
 

Attraction 
 

Semester Party 24th 

   

29 
 

Attraction  
 

Project A Due 

   

OCT 
1 
 

Stages of relationships 
 

 

   

3 
 

Stages of relationships 
 

Text page 63-75 & WebCT 
reading 

   

6 
 

Self-disclosure 
 

 

   

8 Social Exchange Theory   
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10 
 

Love and Gender  WRITE: Love Styles Test 
from webct 
 

   

13 
 

Fall Break  

   

15 
 

Love styles WebCT reading 
 

   

17 
 

Relationship rituals and turning points  

   

20 Love styles 
  

 

   

22 
 

Review   

   

24 
 

Exam 2 
 

Project B Due 

   

27 
 

Sexual Communication WebCT reading 

   

29 
M 

Sexual Communication 360-376 

   

31 
 

Jealousy & Envy  

   

NOV 
3 

Jealousy & Envy  Text Ch 9 

   

5 
 

Deception 
 

 

   

7 
 

Deception  

   

10 Nonverbal Communication  

   

12 Nonverbal Communication & Interviewing Ch 11 
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14 

 
Conflict  WebCT reading 

   

17 
 

Conflict   

   

19 
 

Family Communication  

   

21 
 

Family Communication 
Review 

 

   

24 Exam 3  

   

26 
 

Thanksgiving Break   

   

28 
 

Thanksgiving Break  

   

Dec 
1 
 

Tombstone Day  

   

3-8 
 

Class Wrap up 
Love Actually 

Project C due on 3rd 
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Student Evaluation      
Exam 1 or project a  20    
Exam 2 or project b  25    
Exam 3 or project c  25    
Persuasion on Utube (LC project)  5    
Tombstone  15    
Attendance to student synthesis class 5 
 
Other Dates 
Semester Party September 24th  
Darkside tour of Charleston TBA 
 
Materials 
Reflect and Relate by Steve McCornack 
Some readings will come from Webct. 
 
Grading Scale 

100-98 = A+ 
  97-95 = A 
  94-92 = A- 
  91-89 = B+ 
  88-86 = B 
  85-83 = B- 
  82-80 = C+ 

  79-77 = C 
  76-74 = C- 
  73-71 = D+ 
  70-68 = D 
  67-65 = D- 
  64-below = F 

 
Attendance 
It's your choice as adults to attend or not. But I can assure you that it will be impossible 
to pass this course without attending, since several tombstone assignments will be 
conducted in class, test questions will come from lectures, and Iclicker quizzes will 
occur. Attendance is vital to the course. Your presence is important to this course- you 
have something to offer the class. You are responsible for signing in at the beginning of 
each class period. At the end of the semester I will not accept, “I was there, but was not 
there for the i-clicker quiz.” You are responsible for obtaining assignments, notes, 
and/or information disbursed on any missed days.  

 Missing 5 classes for any reason will drop your grade by 3 total points.  

 Missing 6 classes for any reason will drop your grade by 6 total points.  

 Missing 7 classes for any reason will drop your grade by 9 total points. 

 Missing 8 classes for any reason will drop your grade by 12 total points. 

 Missing 9 classes for any reason will drop your grade by 15 points. 

 Missing 10 classes ( more than 25% of class lectures) for any reason is an 
automatic “F” for the course.  

 
Note: you are absent from class when you are not present, regardless of the reason. I will 

not keep track of excused verses unexcused absences; an absence is an absence. This 
means you should plan ahead if you know you will need to miss some days. 
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Student Evaluation 
 
EXAMS:  
Each exam is non-cumulative.  They will be multiple choice, true/false, matching, and 
short answer.  They are based 90% on lecture and 10% of reading packet and text 
information that was not directly covered in lecture. 

 
What do you want on your Tombstone 
 
This project is about self-discovery and growth. Throughout the semester you will have 
mini assignments that challenge you to explore who you are and how what you say 
affects your relationships with others. Webct contains a detailed powerpoint regarding 
this assignment. Do not wait until the last minute to start this!!!! 

 
Projects 
They can be more rewarding and fun than taking an exam, however they are also time 
consuming. I grade them with the understanding that unlike an exam, you have your 
notes in front of you, so your product should be outstanding. Also, these projects will 
show a depth of knowledge on one topic rather than breadth of several topics.  
***There is a sign up sheet on my office door for each of these projects. 
Space is limited, so first come, first serve! Must sign up prior to the exam 
date. 
 
PROJECT A (Alternate to Exam 1):  
 
MALL MADDNESS- Malls are persuasive havens.  Get creative and active.  Go to the 
mall and see what persuasion tactics are present.  Note whether or not they work.  This 
paper should be 10 pages in length.  
 
OR 
 
CHOOSE  YOUR OWN ADVENTURE (undefined amount of points, suitable for all 
exams): This is your class.  You decide what project you want to do.  Whether it is a large 
project involving working at a domestic abuse shelter, assessing work relationships, 
interviewing a therapist, creating a family reunion, planning a wedding, making a video, 
etc.  We can determine point value based on what you want to do. You must write up a 
formal assignment and propose how I would grade the assignment one week before the 
exam.  

 
PROJECT B (Alternate to Exam 2): 
 
MUSIC OF LOVE- Write the names of each love style and each stage in romantic relationships 
(initiating termination) discussed in class and in course packet. Think of current songs about 
romance. Find a song for each style and each stage (some songs can cover more than one 
stage/style). Using the lyrics write a paper that argues why you think the song describes that 
particular stage or style. Point out song connections with stages through issues, emotions, 
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activities mentioned in the song that would delineate stage/style. Make sure you arguer your 
point! Provide lyrics when you turn in your project.  
 
PROJECT C (Alternate to exam 3): 
 
ANALYZE THIS- The student must first select a relationship to analyze.  The 
relationship should be real (the student’s own relationship, a friend’s relationship, their 
parents etc.).  The student must select three concepts from class reading or lecture that 
are relevant to the relationship being analyzed.  Two of the three concepts must be from 
the current class material. The instructor must approve the relationship and the three 
concepts.  The student should find examples of each concept in the relationship (all 
from the same relationship).  10 pages in length. 
 
OR 
 
CHOOSE  YOUR OWN ADVENTURE (undefined amount of points, suitable for all 
exams): This is your class.  You decide what project you want to do.  Whether it is a large 
project involving working at a domestic abuse shelter, assessing work relationships, 
interviewing a therapist, creating a family reunion, planning a wedding, making a video, 
etc.  We can determine point value based on what you want to do. You must write up a 
formal assignment and propose how I would grade the assignment one week before the 
exam.  
 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
1. Consider the syllabus required reading. Any changes in the course schedule due to 

unforeseen circumstances will be discussed in class. 
2. All correspondence for this course will be managed through WebCT. It is the student’s 

responsibility to check their WebCT email on a regular basis. 
3. Late Assignments – Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date 

specified on the course schedule. Late work (e.g., written assignments, etc.) will 
only be accepted at the beginning of the next class session. There is an 
automatic penalty of one letter grade.  

4. Questions and Grading Concerns – Should you have questions about any of your 
assignments, please feel free to talk with me. Sometimes students confuse an assignment 
evaluation with an evaluation of themselves as individuals. My comments about your 
work are a reflection of that assignment, not a reflection of you as a person.  

5. I NEVER discuss a student’s assignment immediately after returning a speech, outline, 
exam, homework assignment, etc. I spent time evaluating your work and you, in turn, 
cannot make an adequate assessment of your performance until you have taken the time 
to read my comments in light of your work. I am happy to discuss your grades with you 
24 hours or more after your speech or assignment has been returned to you. 

6. You must see me WITHIN ONE WEEK of receiving your graded assignment from me. 
We cannot accurately discuss specific details weeks or months after a work has been 
presented, and you cannot apply the lessons learned to a later work if you wait to ask me 
questions.  

7. You must identify specifically what you disagree with in the evaluation, why you disagree 
with the evaluation, and how you think you met the requirements of the assignment. To 
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help both of us clearly understand the issues in question, you must present your 
concerns in writing. 

8. You must request a meeting with the instructor to discuss these outlined concerns. 
9. Classroom Climate – You likely will hear class members express ideas and opinions 

very different from your own. You can listen to opposing viewpoints and respect other 
people’s right to hold differing perspectives without compromising your own beliefs or 
values. Be polite. Constructive feedback is a balance of honesty, respect, and sensitivity. 
Provide your classmates with specific and useful comments in a helpful and supportive 
manner. You will find yourself receiving constructive feedback as well as giving it. Do not 
overreact to suggestions for improvement. No presentation is perfect and no critique is 
all knowing. We are all learning as we engage in this experience. 

10. Academic Dishonesty – Dishonesty of any kind is unacceptable in this course. 
Academic dishonesty includes and is not limited to: “…cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating 
of information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having 
unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work 
previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work 
of other students.” In this course, cases of academic dishonesty may result in academic 
sanctions and may result in automatic failure of the course.  

11. Class notes: If class is missed, students are responsible for acquiring class notes from 
other students in class.  Commercialization of lecture notes and university-provided 
course materials is NOT permitted in this course. 

12. Access – CofC encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its 
programs and activities. If a student enrolled in this course anticipates needing any type 
of accommodations or has a question about physical access, please notify the instructor 
as soon as possible. 

 
13. Office Conferences – Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor at least 

once during the term to discuss progress in the course, problems, etc. Naturally, students 
who experience difficulty with one or more of the class assignments, with course content, 
and so on, are encouraged to come in as soon as possible. 
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STANDARD ANSWERS 

I try to be as fair as possible to all of my students. This is why you will hear the below answers from me 
when you ask these questions.  

 

My computer ate my paper: 
Give yourself enough time to account for something going wrong. In any and all cases, 
technological failures (i.e., computer hardware/software malfunctions, alarms) are not 
accepted as excuses for missed attendance or any missing/incomplete/late coursework 
assigned/collected in class. ALWAYS back your work (email it, multiple saves) I do not 
give an extension. Consider a different project or incur the late penalty. 
 
I know this was already due but can I do the assignment now? No 
But I really like the project! 
No. You received a list of all the assignments and due dates on day one. You are 
responsible for planning accordingly. You are being unfair to the other students in the 
class who were on their game and got it in on time. 
 
But I was sick…(or had a death in the family) 
Wavered absences must be handled through the university. If you are absent due to a 
campus sanctioned absence on a day that a paper is due, then you have until the next 
class time to turn it in without penalty. It is a good idea to contact me asap just to let me 
know what is going on. I can be of more help if I am in the know than in the dark. 
 
But I had an interview, a family reunion, a friend who needed me… 
I am happy that you made a decision. There are some events and people that take 
priority over going to class. I get that and respect your decision. I missed classes as an 
undergrad for a trip to Mardi Gras, a friend’s attempted suicide, my grandmother’s 80th 
birthday bash, etc. Looking back, they were well worth the missed class days, and my 
grade penalty. You still are marked absent, because you were not here.  
 
I know I should have come talk to you earlier, but… 
Yes you should have. This is a communication course. 
 
I did not realize that I missed so many days or did not have all my assignments 
You are responsible for keeping track of your work/attendance in this class.  
 
But I did not understand the assignment or test question 
Then you should have asked me about it prior to turning it in to be graded. No question 
is a bad question if you have it…so ask! 
 
 


